
2015 - 2016

FUNDACIÓN LIVINGSTONE



OUR VISION
An Africa with opportunities for all

OUR MISSION
To help developing communities in rural Africa, 

through supporting education and helping to provide 

access to clean water

EDUCATION 
AND HEALTH

Changing 
lives in 
Africa.
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Opening Ceremony of Kapita- District Comissioner encouraging students and families to work hard. March 2016. 
The new school was built thanks to the donation by Livingstone Partners.

Kapita Students with 
new school materials. 
Thanks to American 
School of Valencia 

Foundation.



LETTEr frOm 
THE prESIDENT
Dear Members and Friends of Fundación 

Livingstone,

For many years, my family and I have 

traveled to Sub-Saharan Africa, marveling 

at the scenery and the animals, and always 

enjoying the extraordinary welcome of 

the local peoples. On every trip we made 

sure we spent time with them, learning a 

little of their traditions, their customs and 

their goals. Some of those dreams were 

and are remarkably similar to our own: a 

loving, healthy family, a job and a better 

life for their children. But they also have 

simpler dreams; enough food to eat one 

meal a day, clean water to drink, avoiding 

devastating disease and protection from 

the elements and wild animals. 

A goal also crystallized for us. To try and 

help where we could to fulfill one or two 

of those dreams. The two we chose were 

basic; clean water and education. 

Available clean water is not merely 

stopping contamination and disease, 

it means children not having to walk 

kilometers to collect water which leaves 

little time to study, to dream, and to play. 

It means eliminating the risk of collecting 

water from rivers where danger lurks in 

the shape of crocodiles and hippos and 

it means a better chance of saving vital 

crops during the dry season.

Education is a key building block in 

development. It empowers children to 

think, to form opinions and to aspire to 

Finally, Zambia is a nice fit for our 

company, Livingstone Partners. Our 

company was founded by a direct 

descendant of Dr. Livingstone who was 

an explorer, doctor and missionary and 

who spent many years in Africa and was 

the first westerner to discover Victoria 

Falls. All of the Livingstone Partners 

offices in Europe and North America have 

contributed a great deal to our projects, 

and thanks to them we have built our 

first school, a block of 4 classrooms. The 

inaugural ceremony took place in April 

2016. 

 

On my last visit in April 2017, our school 

was thriving. Student enrollment has 

grown from 280 to 390. There are now 

three additional classrooms, and a pre-

school classroom. Enrollment is scheduled 

to grow to 430 or more next year. Because 

the school has been built, Mary’s Meals, 

a food program has begun working at 

the school. All the children can now look 

forward to one nutritious meal a day. 

We have built a teacher’s house, vital in 

attracting good staff, as well as two wells 

for water and toilets for the children.

Apart from our foundation, there are 

other generous donors who support our 

work. Thanks to the American School of 

Valencia, we have provided uniforms and 

school bags as well as school materials 

for Kapita’s students. Friends and other 

donors help to sponsor our at-risk 

students from Kapita and other schools 

in the area so that they can continue 

their studies in secondary school and 

beyond. A special mention should be 

made of a young 12 year old who had 

never attended school as she was hearing 

impaired and who thanks to her sponsor 

is now in her second year of school. It is in 

these young people’s lives where we see 

how the donations and sponsorships can 

truly change their lives.

change. It improves basic abilities – to 

count, to read, to write and can lead to 

ideas for improving traditional lifestyles 

and creating new opportunities. It should 

improve tolerance and respect and form 

the basis for demanding equality.

These needs are everywhere in rural 

Africa. We chose Zambia as our starting 

point for several reasons. Rural Zambia 

is poor. Income is around $1 a day, there 

is very poor road infrastructure and only 

about 3% of households have electricity 

and running water. Where schools exist 

there are often more than 50 children in 

a class and the schools work on a shift 

program, with some children attending in 

the morning and others in the afternoon. 

There is a scarcity of classrooms, teachers, 

tables, books and writing materials.

But there are many pluses. Zambia is 

peaceful, it is a democracy and although 

the government does not have the funds 

to finance construction of new schools, 

if one is built from private means, the 

Zambian government will provide or 

fund teachers and materials.

We also managed to find a series of small 

local charities and companies that are 

dedicated to providing education and 

clean water. They are very  focused on 

their specific projects in education and 

supporting at-risk students as well as 

young women. The charities we have 

chosen have minimal overhead, so our 

funds go almost entirely to each project.

This most recent trip also brought 

new projects to our attention. There 

is a Catholic mission that provides 

vocational training for students from 

around Zambia. It is run brilliantly and 

offers great courses and through their 

training workshops the school supplies 

quality furniture and vegetables to the 

surrounding area. The priests, teachers 

and volunteers do an exemplary job. They 

just do not know how to raise money! But 

with a little help from our Foundation 

and our donors, they could become self-

sustaining. 

Finally, there is a new coaching program 

to strengthen children’s learning of 

maths. Maths is perhaps the one subject 

where results are very poor. Children 

often miss school due to illness or having 

to work or care for their siblings. Classes 

missed are not recovered. This coaching 

program, using computer tablets and 

incentivized coaches has already proven 

to be a remarkable success in other areas. 

Our goal is to finance its use for our 

students.

All of our goals, past, present and future 

would be impossible without the kind 

donations of time and money from so 

many people. Their contributions and 

dedication make our part of rural Zambia 

a better place, and inspire us at Fundación 

Livingstone to keep working. Our reward 

is seeing the smiling faces of children, 

watching them eat a nutritious meal 

and drink clean water, and seeing the 

eagerness to learn and to create a better 

world for them and their families.

Thank you for helping us,



Neil Collen, a partner at Livingstone Partners, presented the 

idea of having a special project based in Africa to his fellow 

partners from the USA, UK, Germany and Spain. The initial 

objective was to build a school in rural Zambia. From this first 

step came the creation of a Foundation in Spain, which could 

act as an umbrella for more projects. It would also be open to 

others beyond Livingstone Partners interested in helping

We have created Fundación Livingstone in Spain, with the 

support of the Spanish Livingstone Partners team. Our 

mission is to support and finance education and clean water 

access in Africa.

Our headquarters are in Valencia and our members and 

supporters come from Valencia, the rest of Spain and 

countries around the world.

AbOUT 
US OUR TEAM

Neil Collen – President

Ree Gillett – Secretary

Majo Grau – Founding member

Ximo Villarroya – Founding member

Steve Lewis – Founding member

VOLUNTEERS

There is a group of volunteers who have  supported our project 

from the beginning and  others who have joined us over the 

years. We are very thankful for their work and dedication. 

They have been essential in putting together our fundraising 

events, bringing ideas to the table, sewing, cooking, painting, 

doing publicity and giving their all so that the events have 

been a success and the foundation has been able to raise 

sufficient funds to support our projects.

SpONSORS

We now have a group of Sponsors, who are 

supporting at-risk students in the local secondary 

schools. Without their support these boys and 

girls would not have the chance to attend 

classes at High School level and to be able 

to change and improve their lives.
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1. New books thanks to our 
donors.

2. With new uniforms thanks 
to ASV Foundation.

3. Collecting water for home.

4. Makolekole Drilling 
Company.

5. Ethan and his father, with a 
letter from their sponsored 
student, Andrew Tembo.

WHAT 
WE DO
We work closely with local organizations in Sub-Saharan Africa in 

order to support their educational and water access projects.

 

 v We funded the search for water and drilling through 

Makolekole Drilling Company for Kapita School and in 

surrounding area. 

 v We have found and continue to search for sponsors in 

Valencia and in Spain and other countries for at-risk 

High School aged students who do not have the means 

to continue their education.

 v We look for ways to support vocational training 

programs for young people in the area so they can learn 

trades and skills.

 v We work closely with ASV Foundation to connect the 

American School of Valencia to Kapita School, through 

pen pal letters and funding of uniforms, materials, etc.

 v We share information and educate our community 

here in Spain about the daily challenges that people in 

Sub-Saharan Africa face so that between all of us we 

can find solutions and ways to help.

 v We visit Zambia through our own individual means 

twice per year to check on the progress of our 

projects and sponsorships, to meet with the local and 

institutional organizations and to identify new areas 

where we can help.



14 Million
PoPulation

1.4 Million
orPhans

35% 
of secondary 

aged girls 
attend secondary

12.9% 
adult 

hiV PreValence

53% 
finish 

Primary

60% 
liVing below 

PoVerty leVel

 v The prevalence of human immunodeficiency virus 

(HIV) among adults is 12.9%.

 v The number of HIV and acquired immune deficiency 

syndrome (AIDS) orphans is estimated at 1.5 million 

which means that one in five children in the country 

is an orphan.

 v The prevalence of anemia is 53% among children 

under five years of age and 30% among women of 

child-bearing age.

 v 15% of children in Zambia are underweight.

 v More than 350,000 people in Zambia are food insecure, 

ie. they do not have access to a regular supply of 

healthy food.

 v The mortality rate among under-fives is 75/1000 live 

births (a decline in recent years but still high in rural 

areas).

 v The infant mortality rate is 45/1000 live births (a 

decline in recent years but still high in rural areas).

 v In both rural and urban households, poverty levels 

are highest amongst female-headed households with 

extreme poverty levels of more than 60% in rural areas 

and 15% in urban areas.

Sources: Zambia Demographic Health Survey, Cost of Diet by the National Food and 
Nutrition Commission, World Bank, Country Analysis Report, 2013/14 Zambia 
Vulnerability Assessment Committee Report
Statistic: Unicef: Info by country. Zambia statistics 2013

INfOrmATION 
AbOUT ZAmbIA



OUr TImELINE 
TO DATE

2014
Neil Collen and Ree Gillett from 

Fundación Livingstone attend the 

groundbreaking ceremony at Kapita 

School.

Ree Gillett and Julianne Stall visit Kapita 

to get to know the students and teachers 

and to share English learning activities.  

We are grateful that ASV Foundation 

financed Julianne Stall’s trip to Kapita 

School to meet the teachers and share 

teaching ideas.

2015
The first secondary students are sponsored 

through Fundación Livingstone.

2016
Additional students have been added to our 

sponsorship program and the number of 

sponsors grows!

First meetings held with Makolekole, drilling 

company to discuss the water situation in 

the Kapita community. 

Fundación Livingstone representatives visit 

Kapita School for its Opening Ceremony. 

All stakeholders of the school are present; 

Children, parents, government officials, 

Project Luangwa and the Head Chief Nsefu!

Mr. Gilbert Mwale, Kapita Head Teacher, 

visits Valencia, financed by ASV Foundation. 

He visits classes at ASV as well as other 

schools in the Valencia area.

Benefit Dinner and Art Auction held at the 

Westin Hotel in Valencia, Spain to raise 

funds for wells and water access for Kapita 

School and its local community. 



pLANS 
fOr 2017

ApRIL
President of the Foundation and other 

representatives visit Zambia to:

Meet with Makolekole Drilling Company to 

agree new water access projects.

Discuss possible support of Chikowa 

Vocational Training with Brother Francisco.

Visit Kapita School and deliver computers 

and school materials.

Meet with Dave Hopson and Karen Beattie 

of Project Luangwa to discuss future 

projects.

MAy
Charity Fair:

Activities related to life in rural Africa

Information about Fundación Livingstone

Fundraising

Cultivate interest in our projects

AGUST
Visit to South Luangwa to check on:

Kapita School

Magwero School for the Deaf

Luambe, remote area for possible financing 

of water access

AUGUSTAUGUSTAUGUST



ACCOUNTS

yEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2015

IN
CO

M
E 

 2
0

15

Student Sponsorships 750€

Individual Donations  7,388€

Corporate Donations  22,605€

Donations in Kind  4,328€

Funds Raised   4,715€

TOTAL:  39,786€

EX
pE

N
D

IT
U

R
E 

 2
0

15 Aid to Charity 4,211€

Legal Fees 1,590€

Afiliations 660€

Benefit Dinner Expenses 13,748€

Administration 61€

TOTAL:  20,270€

yEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2016

IN
CO

M
E 

 2
0

16 Student Sponsorships 4,960€

Individual Donations  3,574€

Corporate Donations  20,586€

TOTAL:  29,120€

EX
pE

N
D

IT
U

R
E 

 2
0

16

Aid to Charity 27,176€

Administration 230€

Association Fees 600€

TOTAL:  28,006€



By the Kapita School 6th graders
On the occasion of the Groundbreaking Ceremony 

March 2014

A doctor in the clinic,

A farmer in the field,

A policeman in the street,

A teacher in the classroom,

A scientist in the laboratory,

A banker in the branch.

ALL THESE CANNOT DO AS THEY OUGHT WITHOUT EDUCATION

Imagine a doctor, not knowing how much medicine to give the patient,

Imagine a farmer, not knowing what type of seeds to plant,

Imagine a policeman, not knowing what laws to enforce,

Imagine a teacher not knowing how many children in the class,

Imagine a scientist, not knowing what a microscope is,

Imagine a banker, not knowing what branch it is.

WITHOUT EDUCATION, THIS WORLD WOULD BE EMPTY 

AND DARK FOR ALL

Thanks to Project Luangwa and the Donors (Livingstone Partners) 

For supporting our education

EDUCATION IS 
THE bEST 

INVESTmENT



SpONSOrS



Fundación Livingstone 
CIF G98664726 - c/Correos 14, 46002 Valencia

info@fundacionlivingstone.org


